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Facilitating SA-EU research collaboration in environmental and industrial biotechnology 
AND 

Promoting collaboration opportunities in related South African research and innovation programmes
Co-hosted by the South African Department of Science and Technology and Dutch government under the SAccess and ESASTAP projects
South African Embassy, Wassenaarseweg 40, 2596 CJ 

The Hague, Netherlands, 
Tuesday, 24 January 2012
Programme

09:30
Opening session
· Welcoming remarks by Mr Daan du Toit, Minister Counsellor (Science and Technology): South African Mission to the European Union
· Presentation of the objective of the information session and expected outcomes by Mabatho Ndwandwa, Deputy Director: Strategic Partnerships, DST
Facilitator:  Keji Adunmo, APRE, Italy 
Session 1:  Biotechnology Research and Development 

10:00
South Africa’s Biotechnology Strategy and key initiatives/ instruments to support international collaboration including opportunities for Europeans in SA Biotechnology R&D Programmes
                Presented by Dr Mapitso Molefe, Chief Director: Biotechnology and Health, DST

10:30
Short presentations by Dutch and SA researchers on possible areas of collaboration in “environmental and industrial biotechnology” - Presentation titles to be confirmed
Prof Sue Harrison, University of Cape Town

Kevin Harding, School of Chemical and Metallurgical Engineering, Wits University

Dean Brady, Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR)

11:30
Short break

Facilitator: Mr Daan du Toit, Minister Counsellor (Science and Technology): South African Mission to the European Union
11:45
Opportunities for Europeans in SA research and programmes- A Dutch perspective
Presented by Dr Vertegaal, Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO)
12:15
Prioritisation and presentation of areas of collaboration


Presentation by Kentse Letlhoo, Assistant Director:  Strategic Partnerships, DST 

12:45
Closure

13:00
Lunch and Networking

Background

South Africa, through the Council for Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), has built competence in manufacturing of biologics using plant expression systems.  Efforts to refine these processes under current good manufacturing practices (cGMP) are currently underway.  Furthermore, South Africa wishes to locally produce selected biosimilars of strategic importance to South Africa and seeks to enter into a technology transfer agreements with technology developers.  South Africa also wishes to assimilate wastewater technologies in the areas of integrated waste and water management
1

[image: image2.png][image: image3.jpg]