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Facilitating SA-EU research collaboration in synthetic biology and photonics 
AND 

Promoting collaboration opportunities in related South African research and innovation programmes
Co-hosted by the South African Department of Science and Technology and UK government under the SAccess and ESASTAP projects
South African High Commission, South Africa House, Trafalgar Square 

London WC2N 5DP, United Kingdom 
Friday, 27 January 2012
Programme

09:30
Registration and Coffee

10:00
Opening session
· Welcoming remarks by Representative of the South African High Commission (tbc)
· Presentation of the objective of the information session and expected outcomes by Kentse Letlhoo, Assistant Director: Strategic Partnerships, DST
Facilitator:  Christian Hansen, VINNOVA 
Session 1:  Understanding South African research and innovation policies and programmes 

10:15
South Africa’s Biotechnology Strategy and initiatives/ instruments to support international collaboration

                Presented by Dr Mapitso Molefe, Chief Director: Biotechnology and Health, DST

 Discussion 
10:45 South Africa’s Photonics Strategy and initiatives/ instruments to support international collaboration

Presented by Prof Erich Rhower, Stellenbosch University

Discussion
11:15
Opportunities for SA-EU cooperation in SA research and innovation programmes presented
· Collaboration opportunities for Europeans in synthetic biology 

Presented by Dr Mapitso Molefe, Chief Director: Biotechnology and Health, DST
· Discussion on instruments to promote improved European access to South African research and innovation programmes
11:45
 Short break
Facilitator: Ms Mabatho Ndwandwa, Deputy Director: Strategic Partnerships, DST

12:00
Short presentations (15 minutes each) by UK and SA researchers on possible areas of collaboration in Synthetic biology and photonics (topics to be confirmed)
· Prof Erich Rhower - Stellenbosch University (photonics) 

· Dr Ann Grobler – North West University  (Synthetic Biology) 

· UK presenter

· UK presenter

12:30
Lunch

13:30 Prioritisation and Presentation of short list of identified areas of collaboration
Presented by Christian Hansen, VINNOVA 
14:30
Closing Remarks by Representative of the South African High Commission (tbc)
Background

Photonics

South Africa developed a photonics strategy which is currently being implemented.  The implementation of the strategy started from a very low base particularly with regards to human resources with requisite skills to conduct research in this field.  As such the current emphasis on the implementation of the strategy is on human capital development.  Collaboration is sought to help advance the objective of human capital development.

Synthetic Biology

South Africa has established a Centre for Synthetic Biology.  The Centre is relatively well equipped with the necessary infrastructure.  There are currently efforts to develop a national strategy that will guide the development of the area nationally.  Currently very few institutions are involved in synthetic biology research with a small number of researchers involved.  Efforts are underway to increase the number of researchers involved in the area through a suite of human capital development programmes.  These programmes include international collaboration.

1

[image: image2.png][image: image3.jpg]